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and the world in regard to external aggression
and internal disorder."1
There is an apparent contradiction in Gandhi-
ji's attitude towards the first and the second World
War. Gandhiji has often been criticised for this
Inconsistency. But the critics fail to appreciate
that Gandhiji is not guided by abstract principles.
Ideals have no meaning unless they take into ac-
count the existing conditions and changing forces*
Replying to a critic about this inconsistency
Gandhiji writes:
"Life is governed by a multitude of forces.
It would be smooth sailing, if one could
determine the course of one's actions only
by one general principle whose application
at a given moment was too obvious to need
even a moment's reflection. But I cannot
recall a single act which could be so easily
determined." 2
What were the circumstances which moved
Gandhiji to follow different courses of action
during these wars ? In the previous war, Gandhi-
ji believed himself to be a citizen of the British
*Harijatty June 29, 1940.
2 M. 1C Gandhi., Non-Violence in Peace and War> p. xor.